THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
available for such a purpose was Mr. Chase, who, with all his
great qualities, seemed unable to call forth any popular enthu-
siasm. Neither could the candidacy of General Fremont,
brought forward by the radicals of Missouri, highly respectable
and patriotic men, who were embittered by the countenance
given by Mr. Lincoln to the "conservative" faction in that
State, command much confidence and support.

These distracting movements inside the Union party could
therefore only serve to encourage and strengthen the Demo-
crats. With great skill and energy, they worked upon the
desire for peace naturally existing and growing among the
people as the war dragged on without any distinct prospect of
its early termination, and hoped to ride into power on the
strength of the peace-cry, and on the charge that the pol-
icy of the Republican administration had resulted in utter
failure.

Would not the rejection of Mr. Lincoln by the Republi-
can National Convention be tantamount to an open confes-
sion of such failure, and thus put a terrible weapon in the
hands of the opposition? Was not, quite aside from his excep-
tional hold upon the esteem and affection of the masses of the
people, Lincoln's renominatipn so natural, indeed, so necessary,
that it was difficult to understand how any unprejudiced Union
man could oppose it? That, in spite of aU this, such opposition
should find the support of estimable Union men, was indeed
an alarming symptom.

This aspect of the situation disquieted me profoundly. I
did not, indeed, seriously apprehend that Mr. Lincoln's nomi-
nation could be prevented. But the question was, whether the
efforts made to prevent it would not have a demoralizing effect
upon the party, and put his success at the election in jeopardy.
And in case of the government falling into the hands of the
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